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At the time of publishing this issue (end of May), our churches are still locked. 

However, there are many online opportunities for worship.  

Nationally, try the Church of England's Facebook page or  www.churchofengland.org/ChurchOnline. 

Locally, Revd. Kate live streams her Sunday Eucharist every week at 10am. Search YouTube for “St Marys 
Marston”. 
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How Things Change 
The suddenness of the change in our lives is still difficult to believe. Over the four days 13th to 16th 
March, my life went from busy to locked down. 

On Friday 13th our Patron’s representative visited and we toured the parishes and visited The Firs 
and Russell Lower Schools. In the evening, I was at a crowded charity quiz. Saturday morning saw 
Diocesan Synod in Dunstable, where we social distanced, somewhat self-consciously. In the after-
noon, I was assisting at a charity function at Poplars Nursery. On Sunday, we had our usual morning 
services with a Churches Together Taize service followed by our APCM in the evening. And then… 
by 11.00 on Monday morning, my Rotary Club had cancelled that evening’s meeting as had Bedford 
Historical Association and the world came to a halt. 

After a pause, the Church has risen, not only in the wide variety of digital forms but by telephone, 
the note through the door, the conversation at a distance, the donations to the Food Bank.  We are 
“Together, Apart”.  It is not what we want, but it is not forever. Much as we miss worshipping in our 
parish churches, we remember that God is not in the building but in his people and where we are 
he is also. 

David Young 

A Pause for a Different Thought 
Over the past few weeks, Church as we know it has changed...or has it? Maybe we just think it has. 

On VE Day, I decided, for the first time ever, to walk up to Millbrook Church. So, at 7.45am together 
with my two little dachshunds, I set off.   I was really surprised that it only took us fifty minutes.  It 
was lovely to walk down the church lane again. The birds were singing and the sun was warming yet 
there was a feeling of strangeness mingled with an unexplained calmness and an acceptance that, 
sad as it was, I would not be able to go into the little church. As I passed the church on my way 
down the churchyard to have a chat with Hector, so many memories came flooding back.  I 
wrapped the dogs’ leads around Arthur Dennis’s bench, which is situated between two trees over-
looking the vale towards Bedford, and we had a refreshing drink of water.  My little dogs sat there 
with me very quietly, looking round, taking note.  It was so peaceful and immediately three pieces 
of scripture came to mind... 

“He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he stores my 
soul” (Psalm 23 v2/3) and 

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you...” (John 14. V27)  

And, as if enveloping these two pieces into one, the words… 

 “Be still and know that I am God...” (Psalm 46 v10). 

The church was locked; I could not go in. Never the less, I had ‘been to Church’ that morning. 

Carolyn Chappell 

Front Cover: .Church Fete bunting at St. Andrew’s (see Page 5) 

Quick Thought for the Month 

“Is prayer your spare wheel or your steering wheel?” Corrie ten Boom, Dutch Christian writer 
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 Political Jesus: Green 
 

   In this series we are looking at political philosophies in the light of Jesus and seeing how our many 
faceted human thought is reflected in the teaching and life of Jesus. In this final part of the series, 
we will look at Green politics. 

   At first it may seem absurd to consider Jesus as having interest in environmentalism. He lived in a 
preindustrial world that was free from the pollution and damage that we have caused to our planet. 
Digging a little deeper however, we find in the actions of Jesus a consciousness of environment that 
many are only now experiencing. Loath as I am to bring up Covid, staying at home gives the oppor-
tunity to listen to the birds. The absence of the busyness of human life gives chance for reflection 
and reconnection with the natural world. Many people who would otherwise be rushing from place 
to place or working every hour, now have the chance to embrace their spiritual nature. Even in a 
time of horrific epidemic, God allows us to find him in unexpected places. 

   In the wilderness at the start of his ministry, Jesus is 
tempted by the Devil. The Devil suggests that Jesus 
should turn stones into bread. On the one hand, this is a 
temptation to use his power to satisfy his own needs. 
However, it is also a temptation to take something of the 
creation and change its fundamental nature. Take a stone 
and make it into bread. Jesus refuses to satisfy his hunger 
this way. At the same time, he is refusing to tamper with 
the fundamentals of creation. Jesus recognised his Father 
as the creator of the whole of creation. To change stone 
into bread is to believe that one knows better than the 
creator what the creation should be like. This is the 
height of foolishness. 

   To understand the relationship between humans and earth, we have go right back to Genesis. We 
are not separate from the creation but a part of the whole. And the command of God to Adam and 
Eve is not take what you want, consume and destroy. While they are commanded to subdue the 
earth, it is more an indication of the struggle for survival because something that is dead cannot be 
subdued. This position of leadership in creation does not however signal ownership. God the crea-
tor retains ownership because the creation cannot own itself. Over time, humanity has forgotten 
that it only has stewardship of the resources of creation and we will be called to account for our use 
and misuse of them.  

   So, what was the relationship between Jesus and creation? Throughout the Gospels there are ref-
erences to Jesus heading into the wilderness to pray. In Luke 5:15-16,the pressure of the crowds 
becomes so great that Jesus goes out into the wilderness for solitude and prayer; a chance to re-
flect and recharge. He took the time to be part of creation. Amongst all the busyness of his ministry 
Jesus did not neglect this connection.  

   In this series we have been looking at the links between political philosophies and the life of Jesus. 
Green politics focuses on the good stewardship of the resources and a turning away from further 
damaging actions. In this way we preserve a planet for future generations of humans. Jesus 
acknowledged the importance of stewardship and of recognising our place in creation. For, as Chris-
tians, we must be faithful stewards of creation while acknowledging that this creation is finite and 
that God will remake it when the kingdoms of this world become the Kingdom of God. 

Chris Hodges 
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STEPPINGLEY NEWS 

St. Lawrence 

Welcome to St. Lawrence's, our beautiful village church.  We hope 
and pray that it won't be much longer before our doors can once 
again be opened to welcome you in, services resumed and our 
lovely new bells can be heard across the countryside. In the mean-

time, as we are obviously short on news, I thought you may like some other interesting facts about 
the church. 

St Lawrence’s is a modern church dating from 1860 replacing an earlier building on the site. There 
was a church on the site back in the 13th century which originally consisted of a nave, chancel, tow-
er and north and south porches. Over time various repairs and restorations took place with the 
chancel being rebuilt in brick and rendered in the 19th century.  

Problems appeared in 1850 when the east wall of the chancel began to subside. Attempts were 
made to repair it but in 1858 it collapsed. A new church was funded by the Duke of Bedford and 
work began in December of 1858 and completed in 1860.  

The church consists of a chancel, nave, north aisle, south porch and west tower. The chancel is 
around 26 feet by 15 feet with the nave adding some 40 feet by 19 feet. The north aisle is around 
10 feet wide and the tower some 10 feet square and around 50 feet high. The church is built from 
ironstone quarried in Maulden. 

The south side of the church is unusual in that churches with only the one aisle do tend to have it 
on the south side. The effect is to leave the south side looking bare with just two single light win-
dows under the clerestory. 

The tower is of three stages with buttresses at the west end that begin as clasping buttresses be-
fore evolving into the more normal diagonal buttresses at the first stage. There is a high embattled 
parapet and an internally accessed octagonal stair turret in the south-west corner. The tower bene-
fits from gargoyles in the corners to throw rain water away from the fabric. 

Considering that it is the only aisle, the north aisle is quite plain with no north doorway or porch. 
The aisle is lit by four squared quatrefoil designs in round openings and a single light window at the 
west end. 

The north side of the chancel is occupied predominantly by the large vestry and organ chamber. 
This is lit by a grand rose window of five quatrefoil designs in a round opening. The piscina in the 
south wall of the chancel is a survivor from the original church. 

The font is octagonal resting on eight engaged shafts, it was designed by architect William Butter-
field.  The parish chest once with three locks (at least two people had to be present at its opening), 
is simply made of pine and oak planks.  It's wrought iron hinges are date stamped 1717 and the ini-
tials of the rector of that time, John Matthews. 

Once normal service is resumed... we will be on a fund raising mission again for Church funds.  Any-
one who wishes to donate to the Church on a regular basis (whether you attend our church or not), 
can find the appropriate forms in the porch.  We are always very grateful for any support given. 

We pray for our World, for healing, love and peace.  For those suffering with Covid-19 to be healed, 
for their loved ones unable to visit them.  For those who have lost their lives and their bereaved 
families and friends, for the homeless, the lonely, those in need, for all God's creatures. 

Love & blessings  

Tricia Jackson-Dunne 
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 Welcome to our Virtual Church Fete! 
In the absence of an actual church fete with real stalls manned by real people, we will see a big hole 
in our fund-raising this year.  This comes on top of the loss of income as a result of having no collec-
tions at services, no income from bookings, no fees from weddings and so on.  In order to help us 
fill these gaps in our income, we hope you will take part in our virtual, no-contact church fete. All 
proceeds will go towards our Restoration Fund. 

Sadly, we are unable to supply virtual teas and cakes but we hope you will enjoy the other “stalls” 
we have on offer over the next 4 pages.   

Our raffle has no fixed ticket price but the four competitions that follow each have an Entry Fee of 
£2 (or you may enter all four for £5).  All entries must be received by noon on Saturday June 27th. 

 Raffle 
We cannot have a church fete without a raffle!  This year’s raffle will be mostly online, with virtual 
tickets but real prizes!!  The winning tickets will be drawn by our Town Mayor, Cllr Ian Titman on 
Saturday June 27th. The draw will take place live on Facebook at 4pm. 

Our three star prizes are  

• a 3-course dinner for two (thanks, The White Hart) 

• a £50 Waitrose gift card (thanks, Waitrose) 

• two bottles of top quality Italian wine a presentation box (thanks, Cambridge Wine)…. 

All prizes will be delivered to your door in an Ampthill Clocktower tote bag (thanks, Town-Folk). 

HOW TO ENTER 

If possible, please enter by emailing our Treasurer at nigel@vernewood.co.uk.  He will reply with 
the number of the ticket allocated to you.  If you cannot email, please ring him on 07587 075445.  
There is no fixed price for a raffle ticket.  We suggest a donation of £5 per ticket but that is up to 
you.  If you don’t wish to donate anything, you can still enter.  Please let the Treasurer know how 
much your donation is and whether you are a UK taxpayer.  Then pay in one of the ways below.  

HOW TO PAY FOR YOUR VIRTUAL RAFFLE TICKET 

By Online Banking to... 

AMPTHILL  PCC 

20-05-74 

40063762 

Reference RAFFLE 

By post or by hand to…. 

PCC TREASURER 

10 VERNE DRIVE 

AMPTHILL 

MK45 2PS 

or 57 THE COPPINS 

or 37 GRANGE ROAD 

or 15 CHANDOS ROAD 

By Smartphone (Raffle only) 

Scan and pay by debit/credit card 

or GooglePay or ApplePay 

Pay Entry Fee by Online Banking to... 

AMPTHILL  PCC, 20-05-74, 40063762 

In the Reference box, please enter one of… 

CAPTION, PASTA, QUIZ, WORDSEARCH  

or ALL COMPS 

Pay Entry Fee by post or by hand to…. 

10 VERNE DRIVE, AMPTHILL, MK45 2PS 

or 57 THE COPPINS or 37 GRANGE RD or 15 CHANDOS RD 

...in which case you can include your entry as well and 

it will be passed to the correct organiser. 
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Caption Competition 

Remember this chap? 

Amazingly, it is already a year since Revd. Mi-
chael posed for this photo in a break from sell-
ing ice creams at last year’s Celebration Week 
fete. 

We would like you to think of an amusing cap-
tion for the photo.  

Be careful what you think of, as Michael and 
Mandy will be judging the entries!! 

Win a luxury box of biscuits 

(thanks, Stuart) 
 

 

HOW TO ENTER 
When you have thought of your caption, please send it to Rosemary Kerr, 

by email to rosemaryakerr15@hotmail.com or by post or hand to one of the addresses on Page 5. 

And send your payment to the Treasurer (see Page 5) 

 

“Guess how many” Competition 

It may not be the traditional “sweets in the jar” 
but it’s the lockdown equivalent! 

How many pieces of fusilli pasta do you think 
there are in this jar?  They are all the same size 
and the £1 piece should give you an idea of 
scale. 

Tie break question... 

In what year was this £1 coin minted? 

Win a bottle of Italian wine 
and a bag of pasta 

(thanks, Beverley) 
 

HOW TO ENTER 
When you have decided your answer (and the tie-break answer), please send it to Linda Pollard, 

by email to linda@vernewood.co.uk or by post or by hand to one of the addresses on Page 5. 

And send your payment to the Treasurer (see Page 5) 
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 The Editor (whose decision is final!)’s Quiz 
 

1—10  These are all famous Bedfordshire people 

1 Henry VIII’s grandmother 

2 2012 Olympic Canoeing champion 

3 She served as the mathematician on Countdown 

4 The musician nick-named Badly Drawn Boy 

5 The author of several Hotel and Airport novels 

6 The Baptist Minister imprisoned for illegal preaching 

7 The winner of the women’s London Marathon in 2002, 2003 & 2005 

8 An English cricketer now living in Toddington 

9 1983 Top of the Pops singer with “Wherever I lay my hat” 

10 The 18th century prison reformer 

11—20  Miscellaneous trivia! 

11 What do the following have in common? Amnon, Eliphalet, Shephatia 

12 Who is the most famous pupil of Greyfriars School? 

13 Which two cities was Dickens referring to in his Tale? 

14 What do we call a collection of dogs? 

15 Who thought that “messing about in boats” was great in summer? 

16 Complete…”If you marry in June, you’re a ? ? ?  ?” 

17 Who married Mr Bingley? 

18 Why did Jill’s brother climb the hill? 

19 What do we call a flight of geese? 

20 Which is the city “half as old as time”? 

Tie breaker question: How many people will enter the virtual Church Fete Raffle? 

Win a giant box of Liqueur Truffles 

(thanks, Janet) 
 

HOW TO ENTER 
When you have done your best, please send your answers (including the tie-breaker) to Janet Stow, 

by email to janetstow@btinternet.com or by post or by hand to one of the addresses on Page 5. 

And send your payment to the Treasurer (see Page 5) 
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Wordsearch Competition 
What words can you find? They are all connected with a church fete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words can be across, down, left to right, upside down, right to left. 

Tie break Question: How many entries will we get for this Wordsearch Competition? 

Win a family tub of chocolates (thanks, Mr.Mayor) 
HOW TO ENTER 

When you think you have found all the words, send your list (and tie-break answer) to Val Thomas, 

by email to valhalla46@ntlworld or by post or by hand to one of the addresses on Page 5. 

And send your payment to the Treasurer (see Page 5) 

R D R I N K S K S Q K S U H G T F P Y Y B 

E A B O U N C Y C A S T L E Y E K O U Q U 

F A J T T G C A T C H T H E R A T P Q U N 

R A A E T N U F K U Q R S Y B V S C R P T 

E O M D H I K D G E H R E R M C K O U U I 

S I S Y O T Y W L U S O M E M D O R N M N 

H U A D T N N E E F P Q A W N Z O N H P G 

M Q N G D I T I P E M A G L L A B T O O F 

E G D O O A H A S O S L E W O T A E T P N 

N G C M G P G L O T B A L P O O H S D O V 

T N H B S E I O G P E P L A N T S Q O C C 

S I U O H C E B N I C E C R E A M X G X A 

S N Y L H A W M I G A Q W G I F T S S S R 

T E N R E F E O T D R U D S P A K M P K B 

O P E S U   H T N W D I P P Y A B P U N A 

R O Y E Q E T G U E S S H I S N A M E I C 

Y D S B A L S G B P D S C J R P A O H R I 

T N O T S F S U Q S G P B Y Z M N M R D R 

I A T E D F E H U T I B M F C P B O W T B 

M R F W F A U J Y H S T U N O C O C O O O 

E G B L L R G E U Q E B R A B K B U J H H 



 

 

Ampthill Church & Town June 2020 9  

A big thank you to the generous sponsors 
of our Virtual Church Fete 

  

  

Please support our local shops and businesses when times 
return to a “new normal” 
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Food Bank Update 
Thank you so much to everyone who has contributed to Food Bank in kind or cash.  Coronavirus lockdown 
and loss of earnings led to a sudden increase in those needing help.  The whole local community  - individu-
als, organisations, clubs, local firms, all responded so generously to the situation.  Thank you. Thank you.  You 
have given succour, courage and hope to so many.  They are all extremely grateful – many have reacted with 
tears of relief and thanks.    

As lockdown eases, some people have been able to go back to work and hope to manage without Food Bank 
support.   We hope that all goes well for them as they begin to return to their jobs.  

Four families (comprising 9 adults and 11 children) are still very needy and will need help for much long-
er.  Please continue to leave goods in the open box or insulated box in the church porch.  Thank you Valerie 
for changing the icepacks regularly. 

Food Bank is a community effort and, as the slogan on one of my shopping bag says, ‘Together we can put 
food on empty plates’ and help out with other necessities too. 

Stella Brooks 

MILLBROOK NEWS 

St. Michael and All Angels 

 

 

Sorry I could not write anything last month but, with all the personal sadness and my continued ill health, I 
felt I was not in a fit state to contribute. I still resemble an oversized hamster in my face due to the high ster-
oid dose I am on and am feeling tired all the time. I am feeling easier in my mind now that my sister and 
brother in law’s funerals have been held. I was able to watch them on live streaming straight from the crem-
atorium. This was a wonderful service, taken by two catholic priests, which her family and my children 
attended. I think they will both be buried at a later date. It will be a long time before I get the picture of the 
two coffins side by side out of my mind. 

After weeks of trying, I managed to download Rev Dominic’s service through Facebook on May 10th . It was a 
lovely Eucharist service filmed inside the Church of St Michael, Woolmer Green. He gave a good sermon and 
the responses I am presuming were said by his partner. An organ accompanied the hymns. Up until then, I 
have been watching Rev Kate from St Mary’s, Marston on YouTube, but that keeps cutting out. 

Our V.E. day was quite an unexpected day. Paul played the last post at 11am in the drive. Then a lady from 
across the road rang and asked if he would give them a tune, which he did. In the evening after the Queen’s 
speech, we then had a sing song from our front garden; this was unplanned and quite impromptu. People 
soon came out of their houses and joined in. Maurice Kachuk also went around the streets performing. 

Wyn Dennis, one of the Millbrook congregation, is still in hospital after suffering a stroke and waiting for a 
place in a care home. We continue to pray for a steady recovery. 

I have tried to find out if there is any news from Millbrook, with no success, that is why it is all Ampthill 
news; however, here is a V.E, day report from the Ampthill News 15th May 1945... 

At a public meeting at Millbrook before Victory Day it was decided that although the adults did not feel in-
clined to make merry yet awhile the day should be marked in some way for the children. Villagers assembled 
on the Rectory lawn and sang patriotic songs led by Mrs Allie Roberts. The children were given ice cream and 
then marched through the village waving flags. They led the way to the Parish Church for a service of thanks-
giving. There was a large congregation. 

Elisabeth Roberts 
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Deanery Doings 
During the ongoing lockdown arrangements the Clergy, Churchwardens, Readers, Lay Leaders of 
Worship and many others have had to deal with unprecedent difficulties, without training or time 
to prepare. 

At Diocesan level, some staff have been furloughed (clergy are not eligible except in very limited 
circumstances even if it was considered appropriate); most of the remainder are working from 
home.  Meetings are taking place online, at which we are getting better with practice. Some PCCs 
have met digitally, as have the Lay Chairs of the Archdeaconry and the Deanery Chapter (the Clergy 
and Readers). We have even managed an election to fill a clergy vacancy on Diocesan Synod. Lock 
down or not, life goes on – and bills have to be paid. There is naturally concern on the financial 
effect of the virus precautions as well as the pastoral and worship pressures on clergy and laity. 

As you remember in your prayers those who have contracted the virus, their families, friends and 
those who care for them, please also remember our clergy and others striving to carry out their 
pastoral work and maintain a worshipping community. 

David Young, Deanery Synod Lay Chairman 

They Don’t Make Them Like They Used To! 
You may have seen an obituary for the late Revd. David Johnson who died on 22 April.  The fact that 
he had a full page obituary in The Times gives a clue to his being “a character”, although various 
bishops and Archdeacons might prefer differing adjectives. He produced a satirical publication Not 
The Church Times, invited Enoch Powell to preach at his church and was chaplain to Stringfellows 
nightclub. 

Revd. Johnson was part of a long tradition of eccentric Anglican clergy.  At the time of his demise, I 
was reading A Field Guide to the English Clergy, a light hearted collection of biographies categorised 
under the headings of Eccentrics, Nutty Professors, Bon Viveurs, Prodigal Sons and Rouges. Some 
were definitely rogues; the Revd. Dr Edward Drax Free sold the lead roof of his church to pay his 
gambling debts. Some are known for interests unconnected with their clerical duties. The Revd. Wil-
liam Webb Ellis it was who, while a pupil at Rugby School picked up the ball and ran, and Revd Jack 
Russell whose fondness for dogs led to his developing the breed of terriers named after him. 

Modes of transport have interested many a cleric. The Revd Edwin Boston had a liking for steam 
rollers, which he used for daily errands about his parish.  A friend of Revd. W. Awdry was the inspi-
ration for the Fat Controller of Thomas the Tank Engine fame.  Locally, the popular Rector of Barton
-le-Clay was, from 1970 to 1992 the Revd Ian Graham-Orlebar who, declaring his disdain for modern 
motorised parsons, would conduct his visits on horseback. 

It all makes Revd. Michael’s eccentric love of Sunderland FC pale in comparison. 

David Young 

P.S. Our editor might like to note the Revd. James Clark, Chaplain to the Prince of Wales in 1799 
who, having persuaded Jane Austen to dedicate Emma to the Prince Regent, sent her a number of 
letters suggesting themes for novels, which provoked her satirical piece “Plan of a Novel, according 
to Hints From Various Quarters”. 

And Finally…  
I was once told by a very old clergy friend that only two things they learnt at theological college 
were important: “Jesus Christ is the Son of God” and “don't offend the organist”. 
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Church & Town team 

Editorial: Janet      01525 872720   janetstow@btinternet.com  

Publishing: Nigel & Linda  01525 753170   nigel@vernewood.co.uk 

Distribution: Margaret    01525 403046   mauricekeech@btinternet.com 

Deadline for submissions for the next edition of Church & Town is  

Sunday 28th June 2020 
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