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Jesus said: “Peace be with you”  
John 20:21 

 

These are difficult times for us as people, as a nation and as a Church. The coronavirus pandemic has 
changed many aspects of life that we take for granted; work, home, school, leisure, church and even our very 
lives. 

May I thank you for all that you are doing to ensure your congregation and members of the local community 
where you live, especially the more vulnerable members, are cared for and looked after. May I thank every-
one who has stepped up to the challenge of what it means to ‘be church’ in this ‘new world’ in which we find 
ourselves; livestreaming services, using social media, grasping ‘zoom’ meetings, and so much more. As I’ve 
sampled various online services and resources from different churches across the Archdeaconry, I’ve been 
amazed and thankful for the creativity and willingness of people to use these technical resources to demon-
strate something of the light of Christ to their community. I know that many have been surprised and de-
lighted about how many ‘non-church regulars’ have tuned in and accepted resources offered to them. 

When we emerge from this pandemic, I believe we will be a very different Church. Aspects of what we took 
for granted will have gone, but also we will have learnt new things and how to help people engage with God 
in very different ways. When we return to our buildings to worship, we will be able to claim back some of 
what we’ve lost, but I’m sure some aspects of what we considered Church will have gone forever. However I 
also believe we mustn’t forget and lose the new things we’ve learnt and the ‘new people’ we’ve connected 
with during this period. I believe it won’t be either ‘worship in church’ or ‘worship online’, but it will be 
‘worship in church’ and ‘worship online’. We will have to discover how we help those who have dipped into 
our services and websites, from the safety of their own homes, to grow and develop in faith and become ac-
tive members of our ‘new church’ communities. 

These are difficult and dark times, but within them we’ve discovered new ways of doing church and seeing 
Christ. The way ahead for us as church may appear uncertain, but it is also full of new opportunity. 

I’ve been struck, as I’ve read the Gospel accounts of Easter, how often a phrase like “the disciples were hid-
ing behind locked doors in fear” occurs. Those phrases of course have always been there but they leapt off 
the page this year. To some extent we too are ‘hiding behind locked doors in fear’ at the moment and, as we 
look ahead to what Church might be, we too could be uncertain and fearful. For those early disciples what 
they experienced was Christ stepping into their midst and saying, ‘Peace be with you’. 

Christ does the same for us today. In our fearfulness of the current situation, he steps in and says ‘peace be 
with you’. For those grieving a family member or friend, for those anxious about the coronavirus, for those 
uncertain about their livelihoods, for those NHS workers trying desperately to help patients, and more, Christ 
comes and steps into the midst and says, ‘Peace be with you’.  

Christ does the same for us as Church, as we work through the challenges of this current situation and what 
it means for us as Church and, as somewhere down the line, we step into the ‘new world’ of ‘new church’ of 
post-pandemic world he does the same for us. He stands in our midst and says, ‘Peace be with you’. 

Thank you for all that you are doing to keep Church alive and to care for your communities. I pray that you 
will know Christ standing in your midst at this difficult time offering you His peace. I pray too that, as we 
emerge, we will know that same Christ in our midst, offering us His peace as we relearn what it means to be 
Church. 

Take care. Stay safe. 

God bless 

Venerable Dave Middlebrook – Archdeacon of Bedford 

Front Cover: Appropriately named Star of Bethlehem flowers, in St.Andrew’s cemetery. 
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Letter from Revd. Dominic 
Dear friends 

I am looking forward to being licensed as the new Parish Priest for all three Churches of the Bene-
fice; of course, when that will be is currently an unknown, given the coronavirus epidemic. I hope 
that it gives you peace of mind that I am waiting in the wings, as I know it does for me to have a 
parish to go to following the end of my curacy. I will arrive at The Rectory with my civil partner, 
Daniel, and our Old English Sheepdog, Hilda; I am very much looking forward to exploring the Bed-
fordshire countryside with them both. Daniel works in London as a sub-editor but hopes to do this 
on a more remote basis soon. 

As you may already know, I am currently Assistant Curate in the Wel-
wyn Team Ministry – the Benefice comprises of five semi-rural par-
ishes just to the north of Welwyn Garden City. I arrived in Welwyn 
following my ordination (as Deacon in 2017, and as Priest in 2018) at 
St Albans Cathedral. Prior to ordination, I spent three years training 
at Westcott House in Cambridge. Training residentially gave me a 
great appreciation of the importance of community living, and all of 
its joys and challenges.  Although, saying this, I had the two best 
roles in the House – Chapel Sacristan and, most importantly, Bar 
Manager. Of course, the corporate prayer life under-pins any Chris-
tian community, as does the more informal social aspect of said com-
munity; I felt privileged to fulfil these two intrinsic positions in the 
House.  

Whilst at Theological College, I undertook my dissertation on the 
subject of Julian of Norwich and her continued relevance in the 
Church today. When we think of mystics through a modern lens, it is 
perhaps difficult to appreciate the eternal truths as to the character 
of God which they convey. In these uncertain times, we can draw 
strength from the many for whom self-isolation was a spiritual disci-
pline and not purely a physical one. It is this mystery which Julian 
and, indeed, other mystics convey – which is at the heart of my 
Christian faith and something the Church must have the ability and 
confidence to articulate in our desire for growth. 

Prior to my formal training for ordination, I spent 18 months at St 
Albans Cathedral as a pastoral assistant and verger, engaging with 
all aspects of Cathedral life. I am pleased to be staying in the Dio-
cese, not least are the three parishes of the Benefice beautiful, but I’m also staying close to my fam-
ily (having grown up in St Albans). Bellringing drew me into the Church, which I initially started for 
my Duke of Edinburgh Award, but I also have fond memories of hearing the bells of St Albans Cathe-
dral when visiting my grandparents as a young boy. As a (rusty) campanologist, I am looking forward 
to ringing the bells of the Benefice, particularly given the recent work at St Lawrence’s.  

When conditions permit, I look forward to beginning this new chapter.  

This comes with my prayers and good wishes. 

Fr Dominic 

Ed: Many thanks to Dominic for his letter of introduction. To quote the aforementioned Julian of 
Norwich, ‘He did not say, “You shall not be weary, you shall not be tempest-tossed, you shall not be 
discomforted.” But He did say, “You shall not be overcome”. 
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Florence Nightingale 
At this dreadful time in history, when Covid 19 makes it necessary to hurriedly open new hospitals 
across the country, it is significant that they are all referred to as Nightingale units.  Amazingly, the 
pioneering nurse for whom they are named was born exactly 200 years ago, May 12th 1820. 

Florence Nightingale was born in Florence, Italy and named for her birthplace.  In 1853, having 
trained as a carer in Germany and France (moving around Europe as her father’s work dictated) she 
came to London and became a Superintendent of a Home for invalid women.  

When the Crimean War broke out, rumours of the poor care given to wounded soldiers circulated 
and Florence volunteered for active service (unknown for women at this time), gathered thirty-six 
like-minded women and took them to Scutari in 1854.  Working as a combination of Matron, Man-
ager and Nursing Trainer, she sorted out the military hospitals and revolutionised the care given to 
the wounded.  It was here she earned her ever-lasting nick-name of The Lady with the Lamp as her 
last job every night was to tour the wards and make sure all was well. 

When the war ended she returned to London and, having established that nurses could be more 
than “devoted and obedient,” she established the first secular nursing school in the world at St 
Thomas’ Hospital, now part of King’s College, London.  In honour of her work, nurses now still take 
the Nightingale Pledge when joining the work and the highest international honour they can 
achieve is The Florence Nightingale Medal.  International Nurses Day is celebrated on her birthday. 

During her life she worked hard for social care, at home and abroad, and was active in reforming 
prostitution laws which punished the girls and let their customers walk free.  She wrote prodigiously 
often in simple basic English easy to understand.  It was a standing joke in many hospitals that 
young doctors in training had her books covered in plain paper so that their tutors did not know 
they were using them. 

Florence died in 1910 having lived long enough to see Elizabeth Garrett-Anderson qualify as the first 
woman doctor in 1865. 

God bless Florence Nightingale and her valuable work and… at this time especially… God bless and 
help all the nurses, doctors and helpers without whom we would be in trouble indeed.  

Janet Stow 

 

Registers 

FUNERALS 

7/4 Nathan Norris 15/4 James Stonehouse 22/4 Zilda Harrap 

FLOODLIGHTING THE CHURCH 

 

 

During the lockdown, the church is floodlit for 
an hour every evening as a symbol of love and 
hope for the whole community. 
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STEPPINGLEY NEWS 

St. Lawrence 

Welcome to St. Lawrence's, our beautiful village church.  Although 
we are currently unable to open our doors each day, rest assured 
that, once we are, all will be welcomed with open arms... and 
hopefully the ringing of church bells !! 

 NEW TREASURER... 

In the midst of these scary and uncertain times, we have been blessed to have appointed a new 
Treasurer,  in the guise of Michael Brooks. We are thrilled to have Michael as part of our church 
family  and are so grateful he has agreed to take on the role.  

We would once again, like to thank Gary Redman for the many years he held this position and all 
the hard work he did for the church, also for holding on until we found a replacement! Thank you 
Gary. 

Thanks also go to Brenda Webb for assisting/holding finances together during that time and Nigel 
Pollard for all his help and advice, and Charlotte Beard for her help with data input.  

 CHURCH FABRIC... 

We have been given the go ahead by the Archdeacon to have some re-plastering work carried out 
within the church by Abbey Preservation who have previously carried out work at Maulden 
Church... date to be set once lock down is lifted ! This work has only been possible due to a very 
kind and generous gift. Thank you so so much..... you know who you are xxx 

 APPOINTMENT OF PRIEST IN CHARGE!  

We are all very happy and look forward to meeting and welcoming Dominic Holroyd-Thomas to the 
Benefice and feel very grateful for his appointment.   

 We pray for healing and protection for the whole world; for those working tirelessly on the front 
line, for scientists to find a safe,  effective vaccine to protect us from this deadly virus. We pray for 
all who have lost their lives and for their heartbroken families.  

We also pray for all in the world who are in need on so many levels.  

Stay safe and well. God bless you all.  

Tricia Jackson-Dunne 

MILLBROOK NEWS 

St. Michael and All Angels 

 
 

Elisabeth is not writing a report this month.  Her sister Margaret died 
of the virus on Ash Wednesday and Margaret’s husband has died in Bedford hospital of cancer and 
the virus.  We all send our deepest sympathy to Elisabeth who also asks that we pray to keep two 
of her daughters safe while working on the front line in hospital.  The eldest Louise, is working in 
intensive care in Addenbrookes in Cambridge and the second daughter, Jo is working in A&E at 
Bedford.  We all join with Elisabeth to ask for God’s protection for her daughters and all those 
working in these dangerous situations.  
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Political Jesus: Socialism 
 

   In this series, we are looking at political philosophies in the light of Jesus and seeing how our 
many faceted human thought is reflected in the teaching and life of Jesus. In the last months we 
have looked for Jesus in Conservatism and Liberalism. This month we will look at Socialism. 

  Socialism is, at its core, an economic system as well as a philosophy. It can most easily be defined 
as the antithesis of capitalism. The socialist economic view is one of social rather than private own-
ership of the means of production and in a planned economy where production is geared to satisfy-
ing societal need rather than profit. Ideologically, this economic vision would ensure a fair distribu-
tion of opportunities and production. Exploitation of workers would theoretically be removed and 
this would be good for democracy. The rule by the demos, the people. It is further argued that capi-
talism encourages narrow specialisation of skills by individuals in order to fit into a given niche. As a 
replacement for capitalism, socialism would see this specialisation end and encourage multiskilling 
of workers, encouraging the individual to personal growth for the good of society and in this way 
humanizing economics to a greater extent than capitalism is capable of. 

   As previously stated in this series, we are not looking for Jesus to embody the political philoso-
phies in their entirety. Indeed, Socialism only really became recognised as a philosophy and political 
position in the wake of the Industrial Revolution and the wealth disparity it created. The owners of 
the means of production became wealthy. The workers did not generally share in this wealth. How-
ever consider the early Church as described by Luke in the Book of Acts... 

  ‘Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed pri-
vate ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common… There was not 
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the pro-
ceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need’ Acts 4: 32, 34-35 

  It is probably a stretch to describe the early Church as socialist as a response and rejection of the 
capitalist Roman Empire. However, the community described fits with the socialist economic model 
of societal ownership and the support of all needs rather than wants. The collective model was not 
instituted by Jesus but it must have been inspired by his way of life as the leaders, the Apostles, 
tried to live lives that emulated that of Jesus. 

  Certainly Jesus was opposed to exploitation and unrestrained capitalism. Last month we looked at 
Jesus in the Temple and his reaction to the animal sellers and money changers. His opposition was 
spiritual rather than economic but the result was the same. In Luke 19, we see Jesus opposing ex-
ploitation in the story of Zacchaeus. A man who is transformed by his meeting with Jesus from a 
swindler and extortionist to a changed and reformed person. Zacchaeus has cheated his fellow Jews 
by charging higher taxes and pocketing the extra thus embezzling funds belonging under law to his 
employers, the Romans. Zacchaeus sheds his ill-gotten wealth and promised restitution to all he 
cheated.  

   While Socialism as a philosophy argues in support of a fairer division of resources for all and a hu-
manisation of economic policy, its focus is on the present. Jesus offers a greater way. The Kingdom 
of God removes the social hierarchies of conservatism and binds the free will of Liberalism to the 
will of God. All share equally in God and there is no work because creation is complete. 

Chris Hodges 
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WORDSEARCH—THE LECTIONARY (PART 1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for the following words – across, down, left to right, upside down, right to left. 

 

Advent Annunciation of our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary Ash Wednesday Baptism of Christ 

Christmas the Conversion of Paul The Epiphany The Holy Innocents John Of The Cross 

st John st Joseph of Nazareth Lent st Matthias Mothering Sunday  Nativity 

Naming of Jesus st Nicholas Quinquagesima st Stephen Septuagisma Sexagisma st Thomas. 

These are the principal days in the church calendar between November (Advent) and March (Lent). 

N.B. Only words starting with a capital letter are shown in the Wordsearch.  Good luck.  

A J Q C H P W R X N D G H Q B N M Z E X M 

P N O V J J E S Y A D S E N D E W H S A A 

O P N E F J X B G J B G A R N O Y G T D Q 

T N B U P A U L A A A I P I M H F D E V U 

S O S B N H P P O S U M I G H Y O D P E I 

A P T T R C A N D L E M A S E T E J H N N 

M O T H E R I N G S U N D A Y H T F E T Q 

S A C P E T Y A A R E V T U H E H A N H U 

I X R Z N B S W T Z E M K L U H E G M G A 

G E R Y A A L T T I A T T G I O E T U P G 

A E E D M P W E W K O R N H F L P N A Y E 

X Q M B I T S F S T T N E T G Y I O M T S 

E Q C U N I E S U S X Q L T X U P I S I I 

S S H W G S E H O R E Q U O H G H S I V M 

S A R F J M C O T R O D C O R C A R G I A 

N L I B E C V C X F C X V S E D N E A T S 

C O S G S H H J K L O I P I P O Y V U A A 

B H T Q U R C V F R M N M U R T G N T N M 

S C M B S I V F U Q U E H F G G I O P M O 

P I A M I S V U S T N E C O N N I C E N H 

P N S F E T C E I R E L A V J H M N S R T 
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And Finally…  
Do you know what a CPN is?  A Community Protection Notice, issued to make life better for every-
one.  However, some Councils appear to be doing their best to make life worse… 

In Lancashire, you can be fined for not cleaning the inside of your windows.  Several areas have is-
sued notices forbidding bird tables (birds are noisy and dirty).  

In Newcastle, if your toddler falls down he (or she) can only cry for five minutes and only at a certain 
level of noise, screams are out. 

Did you play Knock-up Ginger?  Not in Warwick any more, lads, a fine of £200 will be issued to your 
parents…….and stop crying, it’s a nuisance. 

EASTER MORNING, 2020 
It is 6am on Easter Sunday morning and I am sitting in the garden. There is a slight chill to the air but 
nothing that a warm sweater has not sorted out. The dawn chorus has turned up the volume… or 
has it?  There is a hush and stillness to our normal, noisy busy world which has now allowed the 
sounds of the birds to be heard more clearly in all their melodious singing.  The competition be-
tween world noise and song has been stilled....at least for now.  The slow moving clouds of the 
mackerel sky glide gently across the beautiful blue sky.  A lone pigeon settles on the arbour and 
coos gently to his mate who responds from the chimney top of a nearby house.  He flutters his 
wings and is gone. In the distance, I see the now unusual vapour trail of a single plane in the sky.  I 
wonder what the mission is and that makes me think more deeply about the situation the world 
now faces.  Then, as the sun starts to rise, it spreads a soft orangey red colour to the tips of the 
moving clouds.  I watch and eventually it shows itself complete as a bold magnificent orange ball.  I 
realise that in no way would Easter be cancelled.  Yes, it would be a very different.  Easter Day and 
the sadness of not being able to go to church later this morning would be enormous.  But nothing is 
so powerful that it can erase the wonderful Easter Story.  Nothing.  It is here, with all its hope in the 
glory of the resurrection of our Lord.  I now intend to tap into a ‘live streaming service’ and cele-
brate the joy of our risen Lord. 

One final thought...please let the Easter Story help to make this world a better place in the future... 
less greedy, noisy and fast moving.  Instead let it be one of more caring and sharing. “But let justice 
roll down like the waters and righteousness like an ever flowing stream” (Amos 5:v24)  

Carolyn Chappell 

The bluebell is the sweetest flower, that breathes in summer air. 

(Anne Bronte) 
Three things I’ll bet you didn’t know about bluebells… 

• The gummy sap was used by Bronze Age warriors as glue for the feathers on their arrows. 

• Mediaeval monks used this sap to bind their books. 

• The Tudors and Elizabethans crushed the bulbs for starch for their ruffs. 

Fascinating the things one finds out in life.  If we are ever allowed out again, Ashridge Park has beau-
tiful bluebells. (Maybe, next year!) 

Janet Stow 
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Church & Town team 

Editorial: Janet      01525 872720   janetstow@btinternet.com  

Publishing: Nigel & Linda  01525 753170   nigel@vernewood.co.uk 

Distribution: Margaret    01525 403046   mauricekeech@btinternet.com 

Deadline for submissions for the next edition of Church & Town is  

Sunday 24th May 2020 

mailto:crhunt64@btopenworld.com

